We can thank this last tendency for the growing debacle of "intelligent design" and other wonders. 1 We should not begin our interactions with the public with stories or results.
Our starting place must always be the nature of scientifi c inquiry. Like other sciences, marine science is based in curiosity. In particular, the question "how do we know?" is vital to an understanding of the natural world. We arrive at tentative explanations for the features and processes of things we can see, feel, touch, and hear by a systematic way of asking and answering questions about the natural world. As we begin thinking about how to represent our fi eld, we must keep in mind the scientifi c logic that underpins the objects and ideas we will discuss. We need to explain that science is a systematic process of asking questions about the observable world by gathering and then studying information Clearly, we have much work to do.
